
Cornus florida

Flowering Dogwood

A beautiful small tree. Lovely white flowers in the
spring, before the leaves,  bright red fruit, great fall
color, and distinctive, horizontal branching structure.
Requires a moist, acidic soil with plenty of organic
material to really thrive. Part shade is ideal. Many
cultivars are commercially available.  Unfortunately, a
fungal disease, anthracnose, has damaged and killed
many dogwoods in the Eastern U.S., and may well find
its way west.

Suggested companions: oaks (Quercus sp.), hickories
(Carya sp.), Pennsylvania sedge (Carex pensylvanica),
wild geranium (Geranium maculatum) and ferns.

Photo Credit: copyright by USDA, NRCS 1999. The
PLANTS database (http://plants.usda.gov/plants).
National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA
70874-4490 USA

Bird attracting
Wildlife attracting
Fall color
Butterfly attracting
Winter interest
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